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If you have come here to hear me tell you  

a secret òshort cutó to reading original  

texts,  you will be disappointedé 

because there are NO short cuts! But, there  

are some tips that I can give you. 

 

Much of what Iõm going to tell you, you already 

know.  But knowing and doing  what you  

know is right are two very different thingsé 



There are, however, some òremindersó  

that I can go over with you.   Youõve 

probably heard them all before but it  

wonõt hurt to be reminded again how 

important they are to you! 



The following diagram shows a typical 

vicious circle ( ) among many  

students who are having problems  

reading original texts, whether it be  

a novel, an article in the newspaper, 

magazine or a textbook chapter. 



Vicious Circle for Poor Readers  



Outline 

1.  Problems students encounter 

 

2.  Evidence of the problem 

 

3.  Possible solutions /study tips 

 

4.  Result ð Better Grades and a Sense of  

                     Accomplishment ( )  

 

5.  Conclusion 
 



Problems Students Encounter  

Vocabulary  

   ϧ òNot knowing enough vocabulary words is my 

             biggest problem; 

 
  ϧ òThere are too many words that I donõt know; 

 
   ϧ òI spend too much time looking up words in the 

             dictionary; 

 
   ϧ òA word may have more than one definition; 

 
   ϧ òI try to guess the word from the context but I 

             still look the word up in the dictionary 

             because I want to know the word completely. 

 



Reading Problems (contõd)  

Comprehension (understanding)  

 

 ϧ òI canõt understand the sentence/paragraph/ 

           article completely; 

 

 ϧ òEven if I know every word in the sentence/ 

          paragraph,  I still canõt understand what the  

          author is trying to tell me; 

 

 ϧ òI read the article two or three times but I still 

          canõt understand the main point of the article;  



Reading Problems (contõd)  

Length of time to read an article  

 ϧ òI read so slowly; 
     

 ϧ òThereõs too much to read and itõs so long;  I canõt 

         finish my assignment; 

 
 ϧ òI have no patience to read for a long time; 

 

 ϧ òI canõt remember what I read before;  therefore, 

         I canõt make the connection between what was 

         read and what Iõm readingé 

  

 ϧ òIt takes too long to read the article/unit in English. 

 



              Reading Problems (contõd) 

Motivation  

 ϧI just donõt see the need to read it in English;   

        

 ϧ I donõt feel like reading it; 

 

 ϧ Iõm not interested in the subject/topic; itõs boring; 

 

 ϧ I donõt know why but Iõm just not motivated 

        to improve my English;  Iõve given upé 

 

 ϧ Why do I have to learn English? I donõt see myself  

       using English in my career. 



Reading Problems (contõd) 

Miscellaneous 

 

ϧ òI canõt even understand the exercises in the 

        unit, how can I follow the explanation/lesson;  

 

 ϧ òThereõs a lot of cultural references which I  

        donõt understand and therefore, I miss the 

        complete meaning of what the textbook is  

        trying to describe; 

        

 ϧ òIõm not able to òread between the lines,óó  

        (canõt make inferences or draw conclusions) 

 

      

 



Evidence of Problem 

ϧStudents avoid reading an original text in English; 

      skip the reading and go directly to the assignment  

 

 

ϧ English is regarded as an end (to pass tests), rather  

       than a means to an end; 

 

 

ϧ Students associate every English text with ògrammar 

       analysisó or ònew vocabulary wordsó to look up; 

 

 

    



ϧBoredom in the classroom;  lack of attention and 

       concentration ð mind beginning to drift, daydreaming 

       and maybe, falling asleep in classé  

 

 

ϧDo poorly on their tests 

                                                              Evidence (contôd) 



 Weõve looked at: 

 ϧ Problems students are encountering; 

  ϧ Evidence of this problem. 

 

Now, letõs look at:  
   

  ϧ Some possible solutions to the problem of 

        reading an original text in English 

 



Need  Changes in Attitude towards Reading 

English in its Original Text  

 
ϧ Change from òI CANõT do itó  

 

                                    to 

  

                          �´�,��CAN  �G�R���L�W���µ 

 

 

 ϧBe willing and aware that you need to get rid of  

       old habits; 

 

 

 


